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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To record video signal to allow play back from a position 
where a user can understand a content. 

SOLUTION: A frame containing a telop or face is detected in, for example, a news 
program. With the frame as a representative screen, a scene change point previous to the 
screen is specified as a reproduction start position for its thumbnail. Related to a method 
for detecting a scene change point, a brightness histogram for each field is acquired for 
the video signal of a pre-video signal processing circuit, and a scene change is decided to 
have occurred if a histogram differential value between frames, adjoining each other in 
time sequence, exceeds a certain threshold. Using this criterion, with past scene change 
points A, B, and C recorded, after a representative screen is detected a scene change 
point previous to that scene is recognized. Since the detected representative screen is G, 
the latest scene change point in the pest is C, and hence C is identified be a reproduction 
start position F. 
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